
 

 
 
TO: SUNY University Faculty Senate 
FROM: Graduate Academic Programs & Research Committee 
RE: Resolution: Graduate Education Standards 
DATE: April 5-6, 2024 
LOCATION: SUNY Colleges at Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 
RESOLUTION # 197-0X-1 
VOTE: For: XX / Against: XX 
 
 
RATIONALE: 
[W1] WHEREAS Governor Hochul in her 2023 State of the State address outlined goals to ensure a 
world-class student experience and double sponsored research, startups, and patents across SUNY. In 
her 2024 State of the State address, Governor Hochul states that she “will launch an array of initiatives 
to continue building on the success of SUNY … and ensure that all New York’s students can reach their 
fullest potential”; and 
 
[W2] WHEREAS The New York State of Education Department defines graduate academic programs 
standards, and in particular that  “Coursework in graduate courses is clearly graduate-level work, and 
advanced in content, rigor and requirements” and that “Faculty members teaching at the graduate level 
without an earned doctorate or other terminal degree have significant, widely recognized special 
competence in the field in which they teach graduate students as demonstrated by such means as 
scholarly activity and/or a publication record”; and 
 
[W3] WHEREAS research experiences have shown to have a high impact on student success1,2,3,4 and an 
even higher impact on the success of students from underrepresented groups2,5; hence, fostering 
research of faculty members in all disciplines and on all campuses is of paramount importance to 
student success; and 
 
[W4] WHEREAS student publications have been shown to have a significant impact on their scholarly 
success6 and career opportunities; and 
 
[W5] WHEREAS faculty members’ tenure and promotion are linked to their research productivity on all 
SUNY campuses;  
 
RESOLUTION: 
[R1] THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the University Faculty Senate requests that the Provost create of 
a SUNY-wide workgroup charged with creating best practices for graduate education and research 
professional development opportunities to put SUNY at the top of graduate education in the country; 
and 
 
[R2] BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, pending the guidance of the SUNY-wide workgroup, the University 
Faculty Senate requests that the Provost make available a SUNY-wide website highlighting best practices 
for graduate education, including, but not limited to: 
student-faculty publication co-authoring guidelines and recommendations for tenure and promotion7.  

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/2023SOTSBook.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/2024-SOTS-Book-Online.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/college-university-evaluation/department-expectations-graduate-programs
https://www.nysed.gov/college-university-evaluation/department-expectations-graduate-programs
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